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On Feb. 1, the US State Department released its annual report for 1990 on human rights in El
Salvador. According to the report, both the armed forces and the rebels were guilty of human
rights violations, "disappearances and extrajudicial assassinations." The report charges that the
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) is responsible for causing civilian casualties
via indiscriminate use of land mines, and frequent attacks in residential areas. Government troops
are responsible for "torture of prisoners, arbitrary arrest and detention, intimidation and abuse
of non-combatants suspected of sympathizing with the FMLN." Considering the escalation of
violence last year, the State Department said it did not dismiss the possibility of a "resurgence of
the rightist death squads." Regarding the judiciary system, the report concluded that "with a few
notable exceptions," it was "incapable of prosecuting those responsible for human rights abuses."
Efficacy of the judiciary, added the report, is severely limited by political manipulation, corruption
and intimidation. (Basic data from AFP, 02/01/91)
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